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In the past five years, antifa has featured in headlines across news outlets
due to its unflinching resistance to far-right groups such as the Alt-Right.
Stemming from anti-fascist protests before and during World War II, the
antifa ideology is based upon the core belief that fascism should be quashed
by any means necessary, even through violence. Antifa lacks any formal
organization owing to both a strong belief in anarcho-communism that
prevents the creation of any hierarchical structures and to fears of being
restricted by law enforcement.

Antifa movements are, by definition, reactive to fascist presence. In the 21st
century, this most often materializes with brawls between anarcho-
communist antifa “black blocs” and far-right groups such as the Proud Boys,
as well as Alt-Right groups. In the United States, antifa has not been
responsible for any deaths. Nevertheless, President Trump and other
Republican figures have denounced antifa by labelling it as a “domestic
terrorist organization.”

I coded 250 articles written by prominent media sources in the U.S.. These 250 articles were split into five groups
based on the ideology of the news source: left, left-leaning, center, right-leaning, and right. More specifically, the
word count, framing (e.g. whether the article was solely focused on antifa or compared it to another group), and the
overall view of antifa as expressed in each of the articles (positive, negative, or neutral) were coded.

Alizadeh, M., Weber, I., Fortunato, S., & Macy, M. (2019). Psychology and morality of political 
extremists: Evidence from Twitter language analysis of alt-right and Antifa. EJP Data Science, 
8(17). https://doi.org/10.1140/epjds/s13688-019-0193-9

Baum, M. A., & Groeling, T. (2008). New media and the polarization of American political 
discourse. Political Communication, 25(4), 345-365. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/10584600802426965

Cissel, M. (2012). Media Framing: a comparative content analysis on mainstream and 
alternative news coverage of Occupy Wall Street (Bachelor's thesis, Elon University, Elon, NC). 
Retrieved from https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/ 
8e8f/bc209f86e3f93fd7490fc8607f4eaf3cd8d4.pdf

Klein, A. (2019). From Twitter to Charlottesville: Analyzing the fighting words between the Alt-
Right and antifa. International Journal of Communication, 13, 297-318. Retrieved from 
https://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/ view/10076

Mahaskey, M. S. (2017, September 1). [Antifa protestor in the midst of an anti-Marxism rally]. Retrieved from https://www.politico.com/story/2017/09/ 01/antifa-charlottesville-violence-fbi-
242235 

Unite the Right Rally

• The average valence value increases as the political ideology
of each grouping moves further to the right. The range of the
values indicates a negative bias against antifa. In the left and left-
leaning articles, there are several negatively coded articles,
whereas no right-leaning or right articles were coded as positive.

• The word count of the articles decreased as the articles
became more right-leaning, although the exception is the right-
leaning data point which is the lowest data point in the set. The
dataset at large shows a large range of word counts: the
difference between the L and R data points is 59.9%.

• How antifa is portrayed in juxtaposition with other groups in 
news media informs how a reader will perceive antifa.
• The greatest range of values juxtaposes antifa and the GOP, 

with a range of [1.3,3]. This range could be attributed to 
varying views about the Republican Party in each ideological 
orientation: left and left-leaning publications are often more 
critical of the GOP whereas the center, right-leaning, and right 
articles are more positive in their depictions of Republicans. 

• Antifa is portrayed more positively than the far-right. 
However, a favorable comparison of antifa compared to the 
far-right does not mean antifa is portrayed positively. This 
framing mechanism is the most abundant in the data, 
indicating that it is the most popular with readers.

• The most negative portrayal of antifa is in contrast with 
the right. This portrayal could arise from the portrayal of 
right-wing individuals (e.g. Andy Ngo) being violently 
attacked by antifa. Different from the framing of antifa and the 
far-right, the right lacks any extremist ideology or explicit 
violence as characterized in these articles that could create a 
moral equivalence with antifa. 

Mass Media & the Left
Mass media coverage of extremist movements treads a fine line between
accurate reporting of significant events and giving extremist movements a
platform. Most news networks try to maintain an image of relative
neutrality, although that may not always be the case given that it is virtually
impossible to fully remove all bias in reporting. Past research has
demonstrated that partisan news sources choose stories based on what makes
the ideology presented seem more attractive, known as “agenda setting
theory.” Agenda setting theory may be documented through valence, word
counts, and framing that holds different groups in tension with each other.

Extreme leftist ideology, such as antifa’s, is relatively uncommon within the
American political landscape. As a result, news media coverage of leftist
movements can typically be characterized as negative. One example is how
American media sources portrayed Occupy Wall Street in an
overwhelmingly negative and, at first, relatively cursory fashion. This
project seeks to examine whether American news is still ideologically biased
against leftist movements, ten years after Occupy Wall Street.

Left Left-leaning Center Right-leaning Right
The Daily Kos The Atlantic ABC News Fox News (online) The Blaze
Democracy Now! BuzzFeed News The BBC The New York Post Breitbart
Jacobin CNN Online Bloomberg NewsMax CNS News
Mother Jones The  Daily Beast Business Insider The Washington Examiner The Daily Signal
MSNBC The Guardian CBS News The Washington Times The Daily Wire
The Nation HuffPost Forbes Reason InfoWars
The  New Yorker New York Times (online) The Hill DailyMail The Federalist
Slate TIME Magazine NPR (online) The Gateway Pundit
Truthout VICE Politico National Review
Vox The Washington Post Reuters RedState

The Wall Street Journal

Research Questions
1. How do various media sources portray antifa?
2. What is the degree to which these portrayals change based on the political bias of
each media source?

3. What do the varying portrayals of antifa suggest about how leftism is viewed by
mainstream media?

Left (L) Left-leaning (LL) Center (C) Right-leaning (RL) Right  (R)
Valence 1.56 2.04 2.4 2.64 2.98
Word count average 1405.86 976.54 878.22 625.5 757.8

Antifa v Far-Right Antifa v Right Antifa v GOP

Left (L) 1.417 2.125 1.667

Left-leaning 
(LL) 1.423 3 1.3

Center (C) 1.861 2.833 3

Right-leaning 
(RL) 2.478 2.9 2.333

Right (R 2 3 N/A

Figure 2 is an illustration of the word count, with
each average shown as a data point and a trendline.
The datapoints are the average word counts of each
ideological orientation.
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Figure 1 presents both the valence (whether the articles in each category, on average, are portrayed positively,
neutrally, or negatively) and the word count averages. The valence values are calculated by assigning a 1 as a positive
portrayal, a 2 as a neutral portrayal, and a 3 as a negative portrayal.

Figure 3 shows whether antifa was portrayed as better,
equivalent to, or worse than the group it is being compared
to (the far-right, the GOP, or the right). The framing values
are calculated in the same manner as the valence values.


